Demonstration of residual perifollicular pigmentation in localized vitiligo--a reverse and novel application of digital epiluminescence dermoscopy.
Digital epiluminescence dermoscopy (microscopy) is usually employed to examine melanomas and other pigmented lesions. We report its reverse application in assisting the early diagnosis of a depigmentation condition-localized vitiligo. A pattern of depigmentation with residual reservoirs of perifollicular pigments is clearly visualized. This pattern is not seen in other disorders of depigmentation. Such pattern signifies focally active or repigmenting vitiligo and thus, clearly serves as a useful guide for the cases wherein there exists a doubt about the possible diagnosis. Further studies are warranted to affirm the specificity and applicability of our observations.